 JESUS THE HEAD OF A CHURCH

If one was to imagine Jesus being the head of His Church what would it be like? In these next few pages I will try to show you one that states: “This church does not belong to its president, its head is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose name each of us has taken upon ourselves. This church is true; it carries the name of Him who stands as its head. This is the true and living church of our father in heaven and his son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The very name of the church declares that. The more people see us and come to know us, the more I believe they will come to realize that we are trying to exemplify in our lives and in our living the great ideals which Jesus Christ taught”. These are very direct statements no beating around the bush as one might say. Jesus told parables but when He wanted to He also made direct statements and He didn’t beat around the bush either. This church that Jesus is the head only was organized less than 200 years ago. In these next few pages I will try to briefly go over a few things about this new church. If I was to go into great detail about each and everything that I write about then a whole book could be written. This is not my purpose, I will throw out these things that I have discovered and each and every one of us has the God given right to investigate on our own whether they are true or not and dig as deep as one wants. Jesus would want it to be this way because He had nothing to hide or cover up. He said “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”. It is said “ you will know the truth and the truth will set you free”. His message was simple.
In the beginning there was the word. Sorry, I don’t want to back that far in time. We only need to go back to the early 1800’s. There is a so called “First Vision” revised a couple of times. There is a small boy that asks one of the most important questions in his life and receives a revelation directly from God and his Son. There are angels and visitations from earlier prophets and apostles all wearing robes. There is also the task of choosing a name for this new church and after a few changes it got its final name. There was the translation of some golden plates which were found in the ground and then taken away from this earth. There was the publication of a book, a sort of new bible, translated perfectly from these plates but now we discover that there needed to be over 3000 changes to it to make it more perfect. There were revelations on how to organize this new church, how and in what manner it was to be lead. What new commandments it should have, what not to eat or drink, how many wives should one have, forced to leave a state or face charges of fraud and illegal banking, to create your own currency, have your own army, have the prophet run for president of the U.S., run away from the law as not to be brought to justice, move from one town to another, build temples and then abandon them, move from one state to another, have the prophet be considered a “martyr” after he tried to defend himself with a gun. I know this has been quite a long sentence but like I said in the beginning if one wants to investigate further one can. We live in an age that whatever you want to seek, ye shall find. We have all the knowledge that we so desire at our fingertips. Just ask God and He will guide you to find many answers to your questions. Sometimes you will find wrong answers but if you continue to search you will find the correct ones. I can personally testify that this is true. The first prophet is dead but the church must continue. This is where all of the fun begins. Over 200 new churches were started from this. Some only had a few followers, some had many. They all believed that this new bible was the word of God but each had their own separate views about how the church should be run. The prophet’s wife believed that her son should be the next prophet and started a church, but in the end the majority followed a man by the name of Brigham Young. They followed him west away from the rest of the nation so that they would no longer be persecuted for their beliefs. He was considered the “Father of Mormon Polygamy”. He himself had about 46 wives spread out in a few towns in Utah. He was appointed governor. When he was asked to step down he called out his militia to ambush the federal troops. He even made plans to burn Salt Lake City and move his followers to Mexico, he finally stepped down and later received a pardon from the President. In 1887 this new church was being disincorporated, its properties and its temples were threatened to be seized by the U.S. government. Jesus made a change in His church and this practice was to be stopped in 1890 even though it continued until 1904. Another perk for obeying the laws of the land is that Utah became a state in 1896. To Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.
Something noticeable has changed in His Church. You can see it with your eyes. The image of the leaders. Jesus had a beard and up until 1951 so did many others that lead His Church. There has been a problem with how Brigham Young should be portrayed. In areas where the members are not permitted to have beards or mustaches he is clean shaven. In other areas he is not clean shaven. Image of what you looked like on the outside and how you dressed overshadowed other things that probably were more important. Image became very important. How one presented themselves to the world is a very important factor of being a leader. When giving talks, especially when the world is watching, you need to use Teleprompters so that the people watching you would not see you reading from a piece of paper. The motions of your eyes and head from left to right needed to portray that you were not just staring at one screen for fear that the public might think that you were reading something. Outer image has become very important for the church nowadays. People can now see under your shirts if you are wearing your garments or not. I sometimes imagine how Jesus dressed and talked in front of people about how to gain eternal life. I sometimes think what Jesus feels when He sees His church being run this way.
God has not created us all equal. Women are not equal to men as demonstrated in what I have written before. Even the color of your outer skin did not make you equal in this church. Brigham Young is credited with having been responsible for revoking the priesthood and temple blessings from black members of this church. Luckily in 1978 Jesus permitted this to change; I sometimes wonder why this didn’t happen before this date. Could it have anything to do with the building of a temple in Brazil? An apostle has said that “we must believe in a living, modern prophet. Forget everything that I have said, or what President Brigham Young or President George Q. Cannon or whomsoever has said in days past that is contrary to the present revelation. It doesn’t make a particle of difference what anybody ever said about the Negro matter before the first day of June of this year”. Does this also mean that the teachings of a living, modern prophet are more important than others that have come before him? I don’t want to write what my mind is thinking at this time because I will leave it up to you to come to your own conclusion.
We have briefly touched a few important facts pertaining to this church’s past. I think we can now go over some of the present issues concerning this church. Let’s start at the top and work our way down to the bottom as one is to say. I will talk briefly about excommunication of a member. If you don’t believe in God, or use his name in vain, or curse him, or don’t obey his commandments, or talk bad about him to other people, He will never banish you, condemn you, or give up on you. He will always be there waiting for you to come back to Him and forgive and forget the past. Shouldn’t His Son’s church do the same? In 1990 the church mentioned some of the reasons for excommunicating a member. Two things are missing, one is telling the truth and the other is not telling the truth. Members have been excommunicated for revealing the truth about church history challenging church doctrine and not following its teachings. They call this apostasy. It does not fortify the faith of its members. Now on the other hand if a leader invents stories and does not tell the truth and confesses to it after others have accused him (Paul H. Dunn) then they are honorably released and not excommunicated. The reason is that he tried to illustrate points that would create interest and teach valuable gospel principles. Or if a prophet purchased a forgery by Mark Hofmann for $15.000 and also other damaging documents to be hidden away in a vault, then I guess those are not grounds to be excommunicated either.
I need to clarify something before we go any further. This document is not just to find fault in this church. Each church on this earth does good and maybe not so good things. Each teach their own way of how to return in one piece back to where we came from, hopefully better than when we came. Each one teaches a somewhat different path of how to accomplish this. The problem that we have with this church is that if it states that it is the only true church and that Jesus which was perfect is at the head of this church then we should be able to examine it’s doctrines with a fine tooth comb and not find anything changed, added on, re-written or hidden. When God himself said to Joseph Smith that you should not join any because they are all wrong and start your own church, these are serious statements. My purpose is not to shed light on any new discoveries but to simply state in this brief document what I have been able to discover about this church. If they are damaging then they are damaging, if they are true then they are true, if they are false then I will apologize for what I have written. I must write these things because these thoughts keep coming into my head and until they are written in paper they will not go away. I have asked God that if these are not coming from Him then to stop them and they keep coming stronger as each day goes by.

In this church the main leader is considered to be the prophet of God on this earth. When being seen on television it only states that he is the President of this church. When he meets with representatives of other churches and also influential people of this world he is introduced as the President of the church, never as the prophet of God. He receives a salary from the church and so do the apostles and other members of the general authorities. They are also in the business of publishing books which are sold for a profit which deals with many beliefs in the church which are used to edify the members. They also make additional money by being on board of trustees of other church owned corporations. For the love of money and power is a root of all kinds of evils. Joseph F. Smith was asked by the US Senate Committee what was his business? He answered: My principle business is that of President of the church. He went on to say that he was president or director of another 15 corporations. When did he find time for meditation, let alone revelation? I guess the reason why I am mentioning this is that I always felt that the main role of a prophet of God is to deliver a message to all of mankind about what God wants to communicate to his children. They are not words of encouragement about how good they are doing. About how many members there are in the church, which does not take into account the less active or ones that left the church but didn’t remove their names from the membership rolls. About how many chapels or temples have been built. Even how many missionaries there are out there teaching of so called “Gospel of Jesus Christ”. The dictionary defines a prophet as a person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of God. For sure not one that cuts a ribbon on a church owned mega mall worth billions of dollars and says “one, two, three, let’s go shopping”.  Maybe one of the rolls of being a prophet of this church is to not know some of its own teachings. In 1997 Gordon B. Hinckley stated with regards to the church teaching that God was once a man. “I don’t know that we teach it. I don’t know that we emphasize it. I haven’t heard it discussed for a long time in public discourse. I don’t know all the circumstances under which that statement was made. There was a little couplet coined, As man is, God once was. As God is, man may become. Now that’s more of a couplet than anything else” It has been taught consistently from the mid-1800’s. Four previous Presidents and apostles and many church manuals have taught this concept. I will only mention a couple. Spencer W. Kimball mentioned in 1975 “brethren, 225.000 of you are here tonight. I suppose 225.000 of you may become gods. There seems to be plenty of space out there in the universe. I think that the Lord could make, or probably have us help make, worlds for all of us. Joseph Fielding Smith also said “We will have the privilege of becoming like him; thus a man and his wife when glorified will have spirit children who eventually will go on an earth like this one we are on and pass through the same kind of experiences. We will become gods and have jurisdiction over worlds, and these worlds will be peopled by our own offspring. They say in this church that when the prophet speaks, the debate is over. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. I have nothing more to say, I rest my case.
Jesus said “teach my gospel” What is that gospel? Jesus said “behold, I give unto you my gospel, and this is the gospel which I have given unto you-that I came into the world to do the will of my Father, because my Father sent me. And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth and is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless before my Father at that day when I shall stand to judge the world. This church has a large missionary program. Over 55.000 full-time young boys and girls (mostly between the ages of 18 and 21). They receive training at places called MTC. There they are taught how to teach the gospel. They are also taught what to say and not what to say. How to answer questions and how to ask questions. Missionaries are taught to build relationships of trust on common ground and ask direct questions. It is difficult to do this sometimes because they get shuffled every 6-12 weeks. They are taught many techniques and also in many languages depending where they are called to serve. Once they are in there they have to abide by some very strict rules. If I mentioned all of them it would take me a whole page to list them all. It is a sort of boot camp. What you can and cannot do from the minute you wake up till the minute you go to sleep, seven days a week. To briefly summarize the purpose of this training I would just like to say that in the end they will go out into the field and get people to be baptized and join this church. I has nothing to do in just believing in Christ and what His mission was, it has to do with His supposedly restored church. It has nothing to do with the Bible but to read the Book of Mormon and then ask God to manifest to you if these things are not true. They say that God will manifest the truth of it unto you. Is there anywhere in the Bible where God directs men to pray to find out if the scriptures are true or not? Did Jesus or any apostle or prophet direct any person to pray to find out if what they were saying or writing was true or not? Using James 1:5 “if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God” cannot be taken as authorization for questions like, “Which church is true?” or, “Is the Book of Mormon true?” Those are questions of fact, of knowledge, not wisdom. God has promised wisdom for the asking. But He has never said that He would give knowledge or facts, simply by prayer. The question of whether something is true or not is a question of facts. Possession of, or acquaintance with, facts, is knowledge. Wisdom is the ability to interpret rightly the facts one knows, and the disposition to employ or act upon one’s knowledge righteously. James was promising his readers that God would give them wisdom to understand why they were experiencing the trials and difficulties in which they found themselves. Moroni 10:4 is a manipulative device because it promises a particular result if certain terms are met. I admire the people that take a couple of years of their lives here on earth to pursue something that they feel they want to do instead of having to do it. They will be blessed when they are doing it for the right reason.
On earth humans are given many titles. Mr., Mrs., Sir, Your highness, King, Queen, Doctor, President, are just a few examples of these. In this church you are all considered to be brothers and sisters in Christ. Missionaries are called elders. Once you start your journey up the ladder you start to receive titles. For example they will call you Bishop Smith, or President Smith. It is not proper to still call him Brother Smith. Also you will notice this distinction when going to a church meeting on Sunday because the so-called leaders will be sitting facing you in the front of the chapel in chairs that are located several feet higher than you. Also if there happens to be an important visitor from the leaders higher up they will be mentioned at that meeting. During conferences during the year you will get a bird’s eye view of your leaders on a stage sitting in such a way that everybody can be seen kind of on a pedestal. They will all be dressed professionally for the occasion and the rest of the congregation will be seating all together, listening, admiring, singing and feeling wonderfully that they are part of the only true church on this earth. Since these leaders are all being watched by the members present or on television they must present themselves as true leaders of the flock. They need to always speak in a gentle tone of voice when presenting their message. There are also security personnel watching and protecting the leaders. My question is: Where is the spirit of Jesus in all of this? Can He not protect the leaders if He wanted no harm to come to them? Is He also dressed up for the occasion? What is happening to the oppressed, sick, imprisoned, poor people out there in the world? Why aren’t they here also? Who are they listening to speak on these occasions? Who is counseling them? Who is caring about them? Do we care about them? Did Jesus only go and preach to ones He chose to preach to? Who did He invite at his great feast? Who did he let sit at His table to partake of his message?
Members of this church call themselves Mormons more than they call themselves Christians. The church has just put out a program called “I am a Mormon”. The reason for this name is because of the Book of Mormon. Strange that other believers in Christ don’t call themselves the Bible or Peter or Mathew or Luke or John or Paul. Muslims are called that because they follow the teachings of Mohamed, Buddhists because they follow the teachings of Buddha, Christians because they follow the teachings of Jesus. Strange that a church that supposedly is headed by Him wouldn’t be called followers of Jesus? Small insignificant fact maybe for us what people call themselves but I would call it a disrespect for the one that is the Son of God and died for our sins and supposedly is at the head of this church.

Mormonism has been compared to Islam. Both originated in the Abrahamic traditions. Both believe that Christianity as originally established by Jesus Christ was a true religion, but that it subsequently became deformed to the point that it was beyond simple reformation (I thought that with God everything is possible). Each religion sees its founder as being a true prophet of God, called to re-establish the true faith. Both prophets received visits from an angel (the devil can disguise itself as one)leading to additional books of scripture. Both religions share a high emphasis on family life, charitable giving, chastity, abstention from alcohol, and a special reverence for their founding prophet. They both shared in the belief in and practice of plural marriage. They differ in other areas but it is amazing how two different religions started on opposite sides of the world can have so many similarities.

On the outside of the buildings of church chapels there is a sign which says “visitors welcome” You will not see this sign on the outside of a temple. Many ordinances for “worthy” members are done on the inside. They used to have blood oaths mentioned in the temple ceremony but those have been changed also. It is considered the House of the Lord. On some of the older temples there are Masonic symbols like the sun, the moon and stars, the beehive, the all-seeing eye, ritualistic hand grips, two interlaced triangles forming a six-pointed star, the up-side-down, five pointed star. On some of the newer ones these are not there anymore. Since the church rejects the use of the cross as a religious symbol, one is left to wonder why they would adopt symbols used by the Masons and Satanists? I don’t want to mention anything about the ceremonies that occur inside these temples. Again it would take up too many pages and for Mormons they are considered “sacred” and for others they are considered “secret”. Nowadays with hidden cameras they are not “secret” anymore. One last thing that I will mention about Masonic symbols are the square and compass on the garment that most church members wear. In 1906 President Joseph F. Smith characterized as a “grievous sin” any attempt, in the name of changing fashion trends, to modify the 1840’s garment pattern, which he characterized as “sacred, unchanged, and unaltered from the very pattern in which God gave them. As usual the church has updated the original pattern. Since then there have been many changes to the garments and up until 1977 church members could make their own with the approval of their local leaders. Now they have to be bought from the church. There are two main reasons one wears their garments. First, it provides the member “a constant reminder” of the covenants they made in the temple. Second, “when properly worn, provides protection against temptation and evil”. In the Bible it says “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom”. Also “The Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one”. Also “Submit yourselves therefore to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you”. It doesn’t mention anything about using a garment as a protection against evil.
There is a saying that says that you should give the “milk” before you give the “meat” I think that we can have the meat now. God told us “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”. Where would you think that the Church of Jesus Christ would store up their treasures? In the following pages, and I could write a book about this, you will find a very brief summary of some of the assets that the church has. Some have said that this whole operation is a business masquerading as a church for the tax free status. Gordon B. Hinckley said in 1995 “that the money the church receives from faithful members is consecrated. It is the Lord’s purse. Our church facilities are money consuming and not money producing. We are not a financial institution. We are the church of Jesus Christ. We feel a tremendous responsibility to you who make these contributions. We feel and even greater responsibility to the Lord whose money this is”. I cannot understand why spend 300 million dollars on the new conference center? Does it really make a difference if hundreds or thousands see conference live? Most Mormons watch it on a TV screen. What difference does it make how big the live audience is? Sometimes it strokes ones ego and that is what really matters. The church has two separate divisions. One is not-for-profit and the other is for-profit. The church will sometimes say that an expenditure did not involve tithing funds but that is a deceptive statement. Although technically the funds may come from the profits of the church-owned businesses or merely from the interest on its enormous investment capital, where did the money come from to buy the businesses, stocks and other investments to generate those profits? Everything the church owns ultimately came from the money donated to the church by its members – past and present. The church has no accountability to its members, government regulators, or anyone else for that matter. They have the attitude that because they are the “Lord’s anointed”, they should not be questioned. When they are questioned, they either decline to answer questions or respond with evasive obfuscation. Of all the things Jesus would tell Gordon Hinckley, He told the prophet to buy a mall? For ten years, the only new light and knowledge given to the world by Jesus through His prophet are the doctrines of “no penny poker”, “no multiple earrings”, and “no gay rights” (after this year’s presidential elections the church has revised its stance on gays, declaring homosexuality is not a choice). And now we are expected to believe that Jesus’ latest revelation is the need for His church to get in the shopping mall business? Church leaders are overly concerned about how Salt Lake City looks on the outside, about how bad it would be to have a closed mall across the street from Temple Square. A disproportionate concern for the goings-on along the Wasatch Front is not what one would expect from a God concerned equally for the welfare of all his children on earth. Past presidents of the church published the financial records of the church. This was stopped in the early 1960s. Why? Officials of this church refuse to disclose information about real-estate holdings, even to members, saying such information would distract from the church’s ecclesiastical mission. So that means that the church of Jesus has two missions here on this earth. The spiritual and the earthly. A church historian has said “The Mormon church is very different than any other church. Opening mega malls, operating a billion-dollar media and insurance conglomerate, and running a Polynesian theme part are all part of doing God’s work. In the Mormon (leadership) worldview, it’s as spiritual to give alms to the poor as it is to make a million dollars. Like other churches, it is exempt from paying taxes on the real estate properties it leases out, even to commercial entities. Even the mayor of Salt Lake City has criticized the church for its secrecy. Gordon B. Hinckley said “we have felt that good farms, over a long period, represent a safe investment, where the assets of the church may be preserved and enhanced, while at the same time they are available as an agricultural resource to feed people, should there come a time of need.” It has been written that the church is probably one of the largest private owners of farmland in the U.S. It is also the largest cow-calf operator in the U.S. We are not just talking about a couple of thousand acres of land but hundreds of thousands of acres of land in several states and also in several countries. Totaling into the millions of acres. It also owns universities, insurance company, Utah property management associates, Deseret trust, Polynesian cultural center, Intellectual reserve, Ensign peak advisors, stocks, Hawaii reserve, Suburban land reserve, temple square hospitality, Bonneville international, Deseret land and livestock, Deseret news publishing co., Deseret digital media, City creek reserve, City creek center, Sooner cattle co. Deseret book co, Agri-northwest, AgReserves, Farmland and each one owns many, many other companies, a list to long to keep writing down. Apparently God told Joseph Smith the following “Verily I say unto you, that all things unto me are spiritual, and not at any time have I given unto you a law which was temporal” In other words, “whether it’s investing in a merchandising store, or tannery, or a lumber mill, or a hotel, or a bank-all of which occurred under Joseph Smith’s leadership-it’s all spiritual.” For a church that used to remind its members at every opportunity that the second coming of Jesus Christ was just around the corner. Why would its “profits” authorize the expenditure of billions of dollars on “long-term” investments? Looks like Jesus has been put on a holding pattern for his return to this earth. Why would a church have businesses to generate $$, so they can buy other business ventures that will eventually generate $$, so they can buy other stuff that will make $$ to buy more stuff? The church does not allow its members to see any financial records. Most churches do publish some financial information and budgets so their members can see what their donations are used for and to assess the needs of the organization that they support with their hard-earned money. Why is the one, true church less open and forth-coming about their finances and how the money is spent than the apostate churches? We would think that the “false” churches would likely be more secretive about how much money they have and how it’s spent and that God’s one, true church would be very open. In 2 Corinthians 11 verse 13 it states “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
In ending I would just like to say that it says in the Bible “by their fruits ye shall know them”. I must admit that this church has done a lot of good for many people in this world. Their humanitarian efforts have truly shown that they really care about the needs of other people on this earth. Most members are loyal, friendly, honest, and caring and are trying to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. Their intentions are good. The problem I see here is that the leaders are so paranoid of the church’s past. They try to adjust, deny or cover up the past teachings. They hide some things that should be brought out into the open. They should shed light instead of trying to spread darkness. They should not try to always excommunicate someone that speaks up and tells the truth. Fear is our worst enemy. If truly they believe that Jesus is at the head of this church then there is nothing to fear. Disclose whatever one needs to disclose. Tell the truth and not after other people want to disclose the real truth. It is easy, when you are willing to take upon you the name of Jesus and always remember Him and keep His commandments which He hath given us, that we may always have His spirit. Amen
